REGILDING THE-CRESCENT
This ancient code permitted evasions which,
even in the East, are no longer admitted in law.
Thus, the drunkard goes free if he will but
swear on the Koran that the alcohol was taken
medicinally! It takes time to remove these
anachronisms. Even in modern England,
religion and law are not kept distinct. Only
recently Mr. Justice Darling, giving judgment
in a case in which a clergyman refused to solem-
nise marriage with a deceased wife's sister,
Solemnly pronounced that what, until a year or
two before, was against the law of God was now
(by Act of Parliament) no longer so !
Even if we only take Kingsley's view of it,
as a collection of notes for sermons, the Koran
is a wonderful book. It made scholars and
emperors of savage Arabs who, until Mohammed
went among them, practised infanticide and fed
on lizards. Yet the moral and civil code,
which did so much to uplift barbarians in the
seventh century, is wholly inadequate for the
needs of an empire in the twentieth.
Here, then, is the fatal mistake that lowered
the flag of Islam over two million square miles.
What a picture for the thoughtful Mohammedan
to contemplate. Spain and Portugal, Algeria,
Tunis, Egypt, the Sudan, Aden, Muscat,
Sokoto, Zanzibar, Bornu, all these Sultanates
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